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Memory as history, narrative as data
—Oral history and migration studies—
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#wyLML: On the uses of oral memory?
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Drawing from examples in literature as well as Italian history, this paper examines three ways
in which memory can be use: as a monument, to glorify our past and our identity; as reflex, as
an involuntary and uncontrolled mental activity; and as disturbance, as the recollection of
events and attitudes that undermine and questions our assumptions about ourselves and our

identity.
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